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Rector’s Annual Report

Thisisthe weekend of our Annual Parish Meeting. It’satimetotake stock —totakealong, close
look at ourselves. Who are we? What do we stand for? What do we do?

Perhapsthe simplestanswer isthis: We are people who sing the Sanctus. When we gather for
worship, in the depths of the holy mysteries of the Eucharist, we “join our voices with Angels and
Archangelsand with all the company of heaven,” and we sing [or say]: ““Holy, holy, holy Lord, God
of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.”

Perhapswe’reabitdaft! The cynic mightsay we are evencertifiably so. We join our voices with
“Angelsand Archangelsandall the company of heaven??”

Thisiswhatwe dare to do! By doing so, we center ourselves inthe mystery of our faith —the
mystery and majesty of God’s abiding, eternal love for us, and for all whom God has made.

Thesongwasfirstsungtothe prophet Isaiahinthe Temple in Jerusalem. Hisimmediate
response in the face of the mystical majesty of the Sanctus was one of utter inadequacy: ““Woe isme!
I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips.”

Butthe mysterious vision and the Sanctus was notall that Isaiah encountered inthe Temple that
day. He also heard God’s haunting question, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”

We share the mystery of the Sanctus with Isaiah. We share that question, too. Itisasked ofeach
oneofuspersonally. Itonly remains —for each of us—to discern if we can also share the response
that Isaiah made: Here am I; send me!”

Thatquestion has been answered in the affirmative for hundreds and hundreds of people at All
Saints!

When | look at the people of All Saints, | see folks who have heard and heeded this call in
unprecedented and gloriousways. Your response to the call to ministry has revived and renewed our
parish. Your ministries have borne fruitin amultitude of ways that have led us to truly “expect the
miraculous.” We are all witnessing the fruits of the Spirit —what God can do when God’s people
respondto God’scall.

Wewitnessedatangible sign of thisoutpouring of the Spiritjustaweek ago at our annual Spaghetti
Dinner. Over 300 folks poured into the undercroft to sample a sumptuous dinner and support our
Christian Outreach ministries. Arecordcrowd!!

Butwait!! I misspeak. Please allow meto correctmyself. The people didn’tjustpour “into” the
Undercroft. Theyalso poured “out” of it. Many of those in attendance were forced into classrooms

continued on page 2



because of the overflow crowd. There simply wasn’troom
forthe people of All Saintsto share ameal together, nor to
sittogether in order to share the message of a speaker.

Which brings me, on this weekend of our Annual
Parish Meeting, to perhaps our primary priority — our
primary calling— in 2010.

Thatpriority —that calling— comes from Jesus. It
comestous,actually everyyear, every month, every moment.
It comes to us this morning in the words of St. Luke’s
Gospel: “Putout into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch.”

Peterand the other fishermen had beenfishingall night
longand had caughtnothing. They had fishedalong the safe
and secure, shallow waters of the shore.

Jesus called on them to try something different,
something seemingly “dangerous” —to letgo of the security
ofwhatthey knewandtry something frighteningly different,
something new: ““Put out into the deep water and let
down your nets for a catch.”

Thisisexactlywhereweare at All Saintsearly inour
passage throughthe year2010. lamabsolutely convinced
thatthisisexactly the message thatwe need to hear, and to
heed: Putoutinto the deep water and let down your nets
for a catch.”

Itwould only be natural if our firstinclination were to
resistthiscall. Butwhatopportunitiesfor spiritual growthwe
would missinthe process!

Peter complained when he heard Jesus’ call into
unknownwaters. He attempted toresistthe call. Butwhen
he followed Jesus’ suggestion, St. Luketellsus“they caught
somany fishthattheir netswere beginningtobreak.” Then
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now onyou
will be catching people.”

The call comesto usaswe face the factsregarding our
facilities. The needsof ourexisting facilities —and our need
fornewfacilities— call us*“outintothe deep water” in2010.

Afterayear of waiting as the economy appeared to be
in free-fall, the Master Site Plan Mission Teamisready to
resumeitswork. Lastyear,aFacilities Auditundertaken by
anarchitectural firmuncovered several hundred thousand
dollars of deferred maintenance necessary inour existing
facilities.

Andweare indesperate, immediate need foradditional
space. Last Sunday night at the Spaghetti Dinner we
receivedaclarioncall. I daretosay, evenanadmonition.
For a parish of our size, our spiritual vitality, and our
potential, our gathering space is nothing more than an
unhealthy, unfunny joke.

We have no space for even the most routine parish
gatherings. We lack adequate, inviting, centralized space for
adultandchildren’s Christian Formation. We cannot offer
conferences and workshops to the public thatattract new
people to our parish. It has been years and years since a
couplemarried at All Saintseven considered holding their
wedding reception here.

We must not let ourselves fall prey to the dangerous
comfortthatdoing nothingand making doandjustgetting by
isgoodenoughfor us, and for the world we serve. Theworld
ispassing us by!

Lookaroundthiscity! Seeifyoucanfindachurchthat
evenapproachesoursize with facilitiesthatare so limiting of
congregational growth. Youwill not be able to do so!

Thevisionary, courageous membersof All Saintsinthe
early 1960s knewthis. Whenthey heardand heeded the call
to “put out into the deep water” and moved from 26" and
Deweytothisoasisthatwasthenontheedge of the city, even
thentheyhadavisionforaparishcenter. Buttheacquisition
of propertyandthe building of our beloved churchexhausted
their resources, and the parish center had to wait.

In the mid-1990s, under the stalwart and visionary
leadership of Father Michael Tan Credi, the people of All
Saintstriedagain. Thattwo-phaseeffortled tothe expansion
of the narthex, and has made possible the building of
community and the welcoming of newcomersinwaysthat
were unimaginable before. But the second phase of that
effort, the construction of a parish center, could not be
accomplished atthattime.

The callnowcomestous, in2010: “Putoutintothe
deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”

Over the coming months, we’ll be involved in a
comprehensive, and very inclusive conversation about
ourfacility needs. I call onevery member of the congregation
to jointhe conversation: Tospeak your mind, andto listen
withthe ear of your heart. Listentooneanother. Listenalso
to the professionals —the experts— who know what we
know inour heartofhearts: The health of our parishdepends
onourhavingthe facilitiesthatallow usto continue toattract
folksintheenvironmentthatisthe reality ofthe 21 century.

Listen!

Listen most of all to the voice that Peter heard, the
voicethatthe brave folksat All Saints in the 1960s heard:
“Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for

a catch.”
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January Financial Report

January  YeartoDate  Budget
Pledge Contributions ~ 136,604.00  136,604.00 139,447
Other Contributions 42,543.43 4254343 42,730
Endowment Fund 15,333.35 1533335 15331
Total Income 194,480.78  194,480.78 197,508
Total Expenses 79,129.07 79,129.07 89,049

Opening Hymn
Meditation — by Gayle Smith

Fr. Tom introduced Todd Engle, Diocesan Treasurer and
member of the Executive Commission. Todd explained that
The Executive Commission is for the Diocese what the Vestry
is for the parish. In an effort to enhance communication
between parishes and the diocese, members of the Executive
Commission will be liaisons to parishes. Todd went over the
Diocesan Treasurer’s report with the vestry. He praised All
Saints for being one of the few parishes who are able to
consistently accept the full asking every year, which is critical
in sustaining the work of the Diocese. As a member of the
Executive Commission, Todd will be our liaison.

Approval of minutes of November meeting.

Paul Prentiss moved to accept the minutes as mailed out, Sooz
Edwards seconded the motion and it carried.

Treasurer’s Report.

The Treasurer’s Report, was presented by the Treasurer.
Doug Lacey reported 2009 income exceeded the budget and
expenses were below the budget. We ended the year with
asurplus. David Linberg movedtoacceptthe report. George
Rood seconded the motionand it carried. Doug presented the
proposed budget for 2010, which includes the Diocesan
asking for 2010. Bob Morley moved to accept the proposed
budget and Diocesan asking, David Linberg seconded the
motion and it carried.

Report of the Senior Warden - Craig O’Connor

Craig reported on the Adult Forum on the Annual Council.
There was a good turnout for the meeting and Ann Olmsted
and Gary Tesar did a great job reporting on the Council. Itis
hoped to encourage more “visitors” to Annual Council in the
future.

He reported on the Youth Ski Trip —everyone had agood time.

He reported receiving a “Thank You” from Liz Easton for her
ordination gift.

He reminded members that Vestry has the WOW duty on
February 10™.
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Hethanked retiring members: Dave Linberg, Bryan Peterson
and Gayle Smith for their service on the Vestry.

Heannounced candidates for electionat the Annual Meeting:
Becky Connors, Sue Fisher, Bob Morley and Matt Payne.
He encouraged all members to attend the annual meeting.

Report of the Junior Warden - George Rood

George asked the Vestry to designate the plate offering on
February 21'to Episcopal Relief & Development. February
21%is ERD Sunday, and the Presiding Bishop will visit on
that Sunday. Members voted to designate the plate
offering on February 21% to ERD.

Information

The Rector encouraged members to attend WOW on
Wednesday to hear the guest preacher: Mark Johnson. He
reminded members to encourage people to sign up for
Feast & Fellowship. He reported the Nicaraguan Craft
Sale will take place on February 7" in the narthex between
services and the Annual Parish Meeting. He announced
that the Planned Giving Team will display the Legacy of
Love plague at the meeting.

He reported confirmation preparations for youth and adults
will beginin February.

He reported on plans for the Presiding Bishop’s visitation on
February 21%.  Sooz Edwards of the Welcoming &
Evangelism Team showed what will be in the “Welcome
Bag” for our distinguished visitors that Sunday.

The Rector asked members to consider the agenda for the
Vestry Retreat. The Master Site Planning Team reports
that the architects will submit their final report later this
year and they (the architects) recommend a Capital
Campaign follow shortly thereafter. Itwould be beneficial
for the Vestry to begin planning for this with a consultant
from the Episcopal Church Foundation. The retreat is
scheduled for April 16-17.

The meeting stood adjourned at 7:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Sue Norman,

Secretary to the Vestry

Mark & Sarah Fredrickson at work
finishing the Welcome bags prepared
by the Welcoming & Evangelism Team
for the Presiding Bishop and Executive
Council’s visit to All Saints

Sr. Warden Craig O’Connor looks on




Prayinyg Lent

“Praying in Lent

Lenten Devotional Booklet!
Sometimesdaily prayerwithoutalittle bitof guidance canbe
difficult. Thisyear, we inviteyouto“Pray Lent” alongside the
All Saintscommunity. We have gathered togetheracollection
of reflections onthe gospel of Luke andare publishingthem
inabookletto help guide your scripture reading during this
season of reflection. Members of our own parish family have
contributed their words and insights to the book, which
stands as a beautiful testament to the spiritual depth and
vitality of thiscommunity. Keep aneye on your mailbox—
the devotional book will arrive shortly!

Daily Morning Prayer

Daily Morning Prayer takes place eachweekday morning at
8:30aminthe Chapel. Considersigning upto lead Morning
Prayer once or twice during the season. Thesignup sheetis
onthe bulletinboard in the narthex.

Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross (also called the Way of the Cross)
isatraditional liturgical devotion commemorating the last
day of Jesus’ life. Please jointhe officiating deacon at 6:30
PM each Monday, beginning February 22, in the main
sanctuary.

Healing Prayer Ministry
Looking forapowerful way inwhichtoliveintoaPraying
Lentthisyear? Becomeamember of the on-line All Saints
Healing Prayer Ministry. Memberssimply liftup in private
prayer those in the parish family who are suffering.
Coordinators Jeffand Heidi Wilke keep membersinformed
of those in need of prayer. Participants in the All Saints
HealingPrayer Ministry will becommissionedby the Presiding
Bishopwhensheiswithusatthe 10:30service on February
21, Contact Jeff at jwilke@jelecos.com to join.

Musical Reflections for Lent
*“...God gave us music that we might pray without words.”

A

Beginning February 28, we will have a series of musical
reflections every Sunday afternoon in Lentat3pm. These
arewonderful opportunitiestoinviteafriend or neighborto
joinyou.

“Worship in Lent

When we gather for the First Sunday in Lent, we’ll find
our services reflecting the change in liturgical season.

A Penitential Season
Our services will begin with a silent procession and the
Penitential Order aswe recite the Ten Commandmentsand
beginourworshipwith Confession. Alleluiasdisappear,and
aplainwooden cross leads our procession.

The Old Rugged Cross

Bob Morley has crafted a powerful symbol of the season
whichyouwill findstanding inthe Narthexuponyourarrival
andaroundthe crossyouwill find Prayer Stones. We invite
you to take one to carry during Lent as a reminder of the
season’scall torepentance and prayer. Episcopal Relief &
DevelopmentHope Chestswill be available atthe foot of the
Cross. Your daily contributions to your Hope Chest will
allowyouto participate personally inthe disaster reliefwork
of ERD.

Healing Prayer Stations

Healing Stations will be located in the back of the church
during Communion for those with special requests for
prayersfor healing. Healing stations will be carried outby
the laity of the church, each Sunday at the 10:30 service,
beginning February 21*.

Presiding Bishop’s Visit

Sunday, February 21st, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori,willvisit All Saints. The Presiding Bishopwill celebrate
and preach at the 10:30am service and offer a forum for
parishioners during Christian Formationat9:45am. The
Presiding Bishop will be in Omaha for a meeting of the
Executive Council.



Evensong
with All Saints Episcopal Church and Trinity Episco-
pal Cathedral
Thejointchoirsof Trinity Episcopal Cathedral and the All
Saints Chancel Choirwillbe presentingaservice of Evensong
onthefirst Sunday of Lent, February 21,2010at4:00 p.m.
Theservice will take place at All Saints and feature choral
musicby T. TertiusNoble and Ned Rorem. Please joinus
for thisspecial musical eventaswe beginthe Lentenseason.

W.O.W! Parishioners Preach on Prayer
AteachWorship OnWednesdays during Lentwe will have
special guest preachers-members of All Saints, who will
preach ontheir personal experience with prayer. Our Holy
Eucharist takes place at 6pm in the Activity Room in the
undercroftand is followed by ahome-cooked meal.

Spiritual Growth in Lent

Sunday Morning Adult Offerings — 9:45 AM
Forumwith the Presiding Bishop. (Feb 21) —Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schoriwill offer aforum for
adultsduring Christian Formation inthe sanctuary.
Prayer Heroes. (Feb 28, Mar 6, Mar 14, Mar 21) -
Meredith Baconwill lead ariveting four-week journey
alongside some ofthe Church’smostinspiring heroes
of conscience. Learn more aboutsome of our modern
saintsand reflecton the consequencesof livingone’s
faithwhen “the rubber hitstheroad.”

Praying Sudan. (Feb 28, Mar 6 & 14) - Members of
the All Saints Sudan Mission Team invite youto
consider “Praying Sudan” Adult Forumsduring Lent.
Inspiringand informative presentationsby Tammy
King (February 28), Robin McNuttand Claudianna
Todd (March7),Jimand Judi Yeates (March 14) will
provide insightful understanding of God’s call to
missioninsouth Sudan. The forumswill culminate
with Sudanese Lost Boy Jacob Atem’s personal
accounting of the strength found in partnershipsand
faith based missions (March 21).

Gospel Café. (Feb 28, Mar 6, Mar 14, Mar 21, Mar
28)- Gather inthe Undercroft for Starbucks coffee
andaninformal conversation onthe Gospel reading of
the day. Bring your newspaper and discuss ways that
the stories from Luke’s Gospel intersect with current
events. Kristen Hosmanand Chris Fassero will
facilitate the casual conversationthroughout Lent.

Discovery: A Christian Journey

“The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and by word.”

The Episcopal Churchisblessedto call itself home to folks
fromawide variety of religious traditionsand backgrounds.
Our members bring with them the richness of their diverse
religious histories and the wisdom of the spiritual journeys
thatthey havetravelled. Wewill explore whatitmeansto be
broadly Christianand uniquely Episcopalian, journeying
through our history, traditions, and place within the wider
Body of Christ. These sessions will be an especially great
opportunity for those considering joining the Episcopal
Churchandthose interested in Reaffirming their Baptismal
Covenantas Christians when Bishop Burnett visitsuson
Sunday, April 25™. Join Tomand Lizonthisjourney through
Lenton Wednesdays, February 24 through March 24
at7:00pm.

Children’s Communion Class
The Rev. Tom O’Dell will offera Communion Class for
elementary age childrenon Wednesday, March 10" from 5-
6pm. Weinvitethe familiesto jointhe 6:00pm Eucharistthat
nightwherewe will share aspecial prayer with these young
people. Wealso invite each ofthe childrentoattend the 9:00
am AXS service on March 14" and come forward to be a
part of the altar party during the Eucharist. Children are
welcometo participate inthisclassto help prepare them for
partaking inthe Eucharist, whether or notthey are already
receivingcommunion.

Adult Retreat at St. Benedict Center

The retreat will begin with supper at6:15 pmon Friday,
February 26th and continue through lunch on Sunday,
February 28th. Theretreatwill be facilitated by the Rev. Liz
Easton. Wewill be using the book, Praying Lentby Andy
Alexander SJand Maureen McCannWaldron Booksare
$5eachand will be available inthe narthex soon. Rooms
forthisretreatare offered onafirst-come, first-served basis
and usually fillup quickly. Cost for the retreatis $115 for
singleoccupancy and $110 per personfordouble occupancy.
Pleasereserve your room by giving your check—payableto
All Saints—to Dn. Bob Henrichsen. Deadline is February
10,

Forward Day by Day:
Thiswonderful publication providesdaily devotionsthatcan
augmentyour Lentenexperience. Available inthe narthexin
asmall, easy-to-carry form. Suggested donationis $1, but
never letthatgetintheway of yourtaking one homewithyou.



“Reaching out in Lent

Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday:
Special Offering

All Saintsis participatingin ERD Sunday, February 21%, in

conjunction with the visitation of our Presiding Bishop,

Katharine Jefferts Schori. Episcopal Relief & Development

Sunday isaspecial opportunity tolive outthe promisesmade

inour Baptismal Covenant, by demonstrating our commitment
to care for people whoare hungry, sick or living inextreme

poverty.

Please give generously. Your offeringwill goto Episcopal
Relief & Development’s Areaof Greatest Need fund, which
enables us to help those most in need around the world,
including the earthquake victims of Haiti.

ERD Hope Chests

Hope Chests (mite boxes) will be available for individuals
and families on the first Sunday of Lent, February 21st.
Carrying with the theme “Healing ourselvesand a hurting
world,” this devotional will inspire members of your
congregation to reflect on their own lives and their
relationshipswithaworld inpain. These hopechestsarea
particularly powerful experience for childrenand youth.
Eachday in Lent, youwill have the opportunity to pray for
those that your donationwill help. Please returnyour Hope
Cheston Easter or the week following.

Youth Events in Lent

Middle School Retreat:
“Do the Right Thing!”

February 26-27, 7" & 8" Grade Youth are invited to
journey outto Camp Kitaki foranovernightevent. We have
fun, food, and fellowship planned. The cost is $50 per
person. We will meet at the churchat 5pmon Friday and
return around 4pm on Saturday. Please contact Linda
Rafaelatlindar@allsaintsomaha.comto letusknowthatyou
arecoming.

Tween Retreat: “Journey to Holy Week”

The 5" & 6" graders will have aretreat March 12"-13t" at
the Retreat Center behind the church. We have lots of fun
and activities planned. Parents are invited to attend this

retreatalso. Theretreatwill beginat6pmonFridayandend
at10amon Saturday morning. Please contact Linda Rafael
atlindar@allsaintsomaha.com for more informationandto
RSVP. The cost is $8 per person.

Bread & Chili Sunday

Bread Sunday, March 14", isthe fourth Sunday inLent. It
marks the halfway point between Ash Wednesday and
Easter. Traditionally thisday interruptsour Lenten penitence
with joyand consolation. Ourchoirandclergy will be vested
inrose. Thisexpressionofjoyisintroduced intothisday’s
liturgy istoencourage usto persevere fervently tothe end of
thisholy season. Wewill continueto celebrate the day with
ourtraditional lunchof Bread & Chili, whichwill be provided
by the youthwho are making their pilgrimage to NY C this
June. Theluncheonwillbeginat11:30 pminthe undercroft.
Thecostwill be $5 per personand $2 for children. (Wewill
have hotdogs, too!!). We also continue our remembrance
of the needy and hungry in Omaha with our bread sale.
Please bake bread to be sold on Bread Sunday and help
feed our hungry neighbors. Wewill sell the bread following
the 10:30service.

Youth Experience Story of Sudan

On Sunday, March 21, Tom O’Dell invites all Middle
School and High School youth to stay for a pizza lunch
following the 10:30service and meetJacob and Lual, our
visitors from Sudan. These menwho were two of the Lost
Boys, will talk to the youth about their experience and the
process of establishingaclinicin Maar.

Youth JVews

More March Youth Events...
Wed. March 3- J2A (9" & 10" graders) meet from 6-

7:30pmin Retreat Center

Sun. March 7 — Middle School (7" & 8" graders) —

Scavenger Hunt for Omaha Food Pantry- 2-4pm

Sun. March 14 -High School - Go-Carts in Council

Bluffs2-4pm

Wed. March 17 — Rite-13 (7" & 8" graders) meet from

- 6-

6-7:30pm in Retreat Center



Eachseason of the church year brings new possibilities
in programming. We hope these Lenten offerings are
diverse enoughthatthey will challenge you, strengthenyou
and bless you in this season. Please make note of the
offerings we have that are especially appropriate for the
theme, “Praying Lent.” There isasectionon “Worshipin
Lent” thatexplainswaysthatour liturgy changesand grows
todraw usintoadeeper spiritual journey. Thereare several
wonderful opportunitiesto experience growth in Christian
Formation. Please make note of theadult offerings onboth
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Thereisa
Communionclassforelementaryages, Confirmation classes
foryouthand Retreats offered forall agestoo. Possibly most
important, isthe opportunity to be involved in reaching out
toothers. Wewill celebrate Episcopal Relief & Development
Sunday on February 21%, That Sunday, there will be “hope
chests” available for individualsand familiesto take home.
These serve as mite boxes that can become the vessel for
your own contributions and prayers for our neighbors
throughouttheworldwhoaresuffering. Pleasereturnthem
on Easter and the proceeds will goto ERD.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions about any of these offerings at
lindar@allsaintsomaha.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
VBS dates have arrived!!

Come join us on an adventure to Ancient Egypt!
Vacation Bible School 2010 will be July 18"-21%, Aswe
travel alongside Joseph onhis journey from prisonto palace,
we will discover the presence of God’s love and that He
never leaves usalonethrough life’strialsand triumphs. We
will have dinner and then the curriculum will be from 6PM-
8PM. Therewillalso be anadult program offered that will
be led by Father Tom. Registration formswill be inthe May
Witness.

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer,
contact Tori Rafael atvictoriacarmela23@gmail.com.

nmming News J;& “Note” from Music Ministries

by Dr. Laura Palmer

Musiciansoverthe centuries have noted the capability
of musictoexpressthe greatest testimonies of faith. Hymns
and anthemsare especially meaningful during the season of
Lent as we reflect on the agony of Christ’s betrayal and
crucifixion. You are invited to All Saints each Sunday
afternoonto pray with music aswe contemplate the themes
ofthisliturgical season. These are wonderful opportunities
toinviteafriendorneighbortojoinyou!

Musical Reflections for “Praying Lent
“...God gave us music that we might pray without words.”

Sunday, February 21, 4:00 p.m.

Choral Evensong
Choirs of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral and
All Saints Episcopal Church

Sunday, February 28, 3:00 p.m.
Musical Reflections

Grace Lyden, piano

Sunday, March 7, 3:00 p.m.
Musical Reflections

Laura Palmer, organ

Sunday, March 14, 3:00 p.m.

Musical Reflections
Sally Hodges, piano

Sunday, March 21, 3:00 p.m.

Musical Reflections
Linda Shirck, organ



Praying Sudan

Maar: A Sudan Village’s Past

Three years ago, my first day in Maar, Southern
Sudan, I noticed Michael. He scared me. He stood out, was
very tall, stoic, deliberate, deep-set piercing eyes, didn’t
speak any English, and was always walking back and forth
to the compound, hand-in-hand, withwomen of all ages. |
thought, “I don’twantto be alone withthatguy.”

The first Sunday when
| walked the short distance
frommy hutto the church, |
was greeted by hundreds of
villagers, allwantingtoshake
my hand. It was a very hot
day and even though I was
overjoyedwiththereception,
| started feeling short of
breath from the crowd and
the lack of fresh air. Upon
reachingthechurchentrance,
I was metby a five year old
girlholding her baby sister.
Thegirls’ eyes, ears, nostrilsand mouths were covered with
sedentaryflies...sitting, notmoving. Isaid“hello”, shook
theirtiny hands, then walked to the side of the buildingand
threw-up. Aslwasthinking “God, whatam I doing here,”
I feltagentle tap on myshoulder. Itwas Michael, givingme
a leaf upon which to wipe my mouth, motioning to drink
water, and get out of the sun. Once inside the church, |
realized, robedinanalbandsittingbythealtarwas...Michael,
the lay-leader.

During the Sunday announcements, eachtribal chief
introduced himself to me. You can imagine my surprise
when I waswarmly welcomedby...Michael, the assistant
tribal chief.

Cattlearethe Dinka’swealthand are kepttogetherin
campsoverseen by professional and trustworthy herdsmen.
Oneday I decidedtotake pictures. I slowly worked myway
in, stepping around dung, over calves, snapping pictures of
these magnificentcreatures. Justaboutthetime I realized |
was totally surrounded by cows with very large, pointed
horns, | felt a firm grip on my right hand. | was being
strategically led out by...Michael, the cattle camp
herdsman.

By Robin McNutt

Maar had one doctor, several medical assistantsand
midwives, butthey were limited by their lack of afunctional
clinic,diagnosticequipment, ongoingtraining,and medicine.
Onedaywhen I wastryingto findaid forayoung manwith
abulletwound, I was ledtothe cattle camptoget...Michael,
the medical assistant.

Covered with dust,
Michael and | walked to
the small, yellow clinic,
riddled with bullets from
the 21 year war, where he
poured hydrogen peroxide
onhishandsbeforetending
to the bullet wound with
the grace of a flawless
surgeon. Over the next
several months, | watched
Michael removefishhooks
from children’s feet,
sterilize used needles shared by families, administer shots,
lacerate fleshwoundsthe size of oranges, cleanse puss-filled
eyes, stitchgaping holes with old needles and worn thread,
wrapskindiseaseswithtornrags, oversee comatose malaria
patients, calm those bitten by scorpions, assist mothers
through childbirth, and provide sensitivity tothose he could
nothelp in otherways.

Theday I left Maar, In January 2007, Michael asked
me if I had any medication for his wife who had worms and
was suffering severe stomach crampsandbloody diarrhea.
I did not. Michael, the man that cared for me when I was
sick, received me into his village, the first Dinka to hold
my hand, who came to help his people every time | asked,
the man | had come most to admire...needed me...and
there was nothing | could do.

InJanuary 2009, I returned to Maar with fellow All
Saints parishioner, Claudianna Todd. Ourmissionwasto
obtain up-to-date information pertaining to health care,
educationandagricultural needs. When I saw Michael, we
started laughing, hugged, patted faces, shared through
interpreters, like notime had passed. . . literally, inthe way of
medicine. Thoughthevillage had more schools, waterwells,
grindingmills,andacompoundfor visitorsand work teams,
the little bullet ridden, yellow clinic remained without
equipmentorsuppliesforthe people. The medical personnel
live every day withthe knowledge of what could be, butisn’t.



Maar: A Sudan Village’s Potential

Recently, the Diocese of Nebraskaannounced itwill
become Global Partners with the Diocese of Twic Eastin
Southern Sudan, with a special emphasis on Maar. All
Saintsisnow ableto concentrate onaspecific village with
specific needs in health care, agriculture and education.

¢

Sudan Adult Forums: Praying Sudan

Over the next several weeks, you will have the
opportunity to hear from All Saints parishoners,
representatives of the Diocese of Nebraska, and Lost Boys
of Sudan. We hope youwill joinusat 9:45:

February 28:
Faith, the Millennium Development Goals, and Sudan
TammyKing, All Saints

March07:
The Episcopal Church: Global Partnersinthe Sudan
Jimand Judi Yeates, Diocese of Nebraska

March 14:
Maar: A Sudan Village’sPastand Potential
Claudianna Todd and Robin McNutt, All Saints

The forums will culminate with:

March 21:
Health Care in Maar, Southern Sudan
Jacob Atemand Lual Awan,
Southern Sudan Health Care Organization (SSHCO)

SSHCOisanon-profitorganization co-founded by
Jacob Atemand Lual AwanonMarch 27,2008. Jacoband
Lualaretwo ofthe Lost Boyswho cameto Americain2001.
Jacob is a graduate from Spring Arbor University and is
currently enrolled inthe Masters of Public Health degree
programinat Michigan State University. Together, they
drive the vision and message of a safer Southern Sudan
through healthcare and education.

In December 2009, Jacob and Lual traveled to Maar
andreportedtothe villagersthatto date, SSHCO hasraised
the $100,000 needed to begin Phase | of the Health Care
Clinicin Maar; 50% of the funding coming from SSHCO
fundraisers in the United States and 50% of the funding
coming from Sudan individualsandbusinesses. Thebuilding
materialsare inthe process of being delivered to Maar.

Youth Experience Story of Sudan

OnSunday, March21, TomO’Dellinvitesall Middle
Schooland High School youthto apizzalunchfollowingthe
10:30 service to meet Jacob and Lual, our visitors from
Sudan. These menwho were two of the Lost Boyswill talk
to the youth about their experiences and the process of
establishingaclinicinMaar.

Be a part of the miraculous!



ALL SAINTS’ LEGACY OF LOVE SOCIETY

Honoring parishionerswho include charitable giftsto
All Saintsintheirestate plans, we created a Legacy of Love
Society asourway of offering sincere appreciation.

A variety of giving techniques qualify for your
membershipinthe Legacy of Love Society, includingany of
the following: Bequestsinyourwill or revocable living trust,
beneficiary designations for your life insurance policies or
qualified retirementplans, alifetime giftannuity and other
deferred giftarrangements.

In passingaway, we lose the ability to give of our time
andtalent. Atthatmoment, our final treasure (whatwe leave
inour estate) takes onspecial significance. Ourown legacy
for All Saints iswitnessto our faith, strengthens our spiritual
relationshipwith God, and helps All Saintstoachieve God’s
work for generationsto come..

End-of-life giving meets many importantand spiritual
needs. Some use the opportunity to be more generous than
they feltthey could be during life. Otherswhoare usedto
giving proportionately fromtheirincome find itmakes sense
to do the same from their estate. Some discover they have
enough foracharitable legacy whilestill providing well for
children and grandchildren. (In some cases, heirs can

actually receivealarger inheritance whenacharitable giftis
part of the estate plan.)

The Legacy of Love Society reflects All Saints” unique
heritage, continuing and expanding its good works and
programswithinour parish family and outreach tothe greater
community.

Anyindividual who informs All Saintsthat itisnamed
in his or her estate plan or who has made a deferred or
planned giftarrangementiseligible. Youmay choosetobe
listed by name or remain anonymous, and, of course, the
terms and value of your charitable plans will remain
confidential.

Members of the Legacy of Love Society also are
automaticallyeligible formembershipinthe Bishop Clarkson
Legacy Society, subjecttoyour consentand approval.

Regardless of our financial success, each of ushasthe
opportunitytoallocate our estate inamanner thatreflectsthe
faith, Christian values, and interestswe embraced during life.
The Legacy of Love Society allows usto recognize your
goodstewardship, the result of life-long and even longer-
than-life practices.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

D I have established a gift to All Saints in my charitable estate plans.

D Please add my name as a member of the Legacy of Love Society, or ...

D Please add me as an anonymous member of the Legacy of Love Society.

D Please send me language for adding a gift to All Saints in my estate plan.

D Please contact me by phone. The best time to call me is:

Name(s):

Address:

City: ,NE Zip:

Phone:

email

PLEASE TAKE TO THE PARISH OFFICE OR MAIL TO:
Planned Giving Teamat All Saints Episcopal Church
9302 Blondo Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68134
office@allsaintsomaha.com
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For42years John Bower
hasbeensinging in All Saints
Chancel Choir. The Omaha
native has logged the most
yearsofall choirmembers.

Johnandhiswife Dorothy
joined All Saintsin 1966. They
had previously been members
of St. John’s, now Church of
the Resurrection. Theirtwo childrenBoband Susansangin
the choir right away, and several years later John and
Dorothy joined the choir. Dorothy passed away in 2002.
Tragedy came again whenson Bob passed away in 2005.
Johnand Dorothy were married for 56 years. Inhishome
is a plague Dorothy had made, it reads: “He who sings
praystwice.”

Beingachoirmember ismore thanthe joy of singing.
Johnsaysitissomething special, warm friendships, social
get-togethersand pulling through life’smost difficulttimes.
He saysthe choiristruly afamily and cares for each other.
He emotionally talks about when Dorothy was in hospice
care athome. Members of the choir, the director and past
directorsvisited and sang for her. Thenshortly before her
passing the entire choir came and did amusical service for
her.

He recalls how fellow choir member and long-time
member of All Saints Dr. John Gedgoud would have a party
forthe choir following the Christmas nightservice. “Itwas
alwaysreally late,” Johnsays. Othersocial activitiesincluded
the pool parties Buzzand Elizabeth Wellsgaveattheir home.
Morerecentlyitisopenhouses like the ones at the home of
Gayle Smithand Bryan Watkins.

Gaylesays ‘Doc’ Gedgoud recordedthe choirat many
of the Christmas and Easter services. She says she can
recognize individual voiceswhen choirmemberswalked by
the microphones.

Johntalksaboutthe excellentsingersinthe choir, many
either professional or who became professional singers.
Onevoice inspired several visitorsto make All Saints their
church home. Fellow choir member Claudianna Todd
affirmshisstory that she and husband Gordon were visiting
All Saints and were so moved when soprano Elaine Spire
sang that they stayed. John says, “Elaine, who had a
magnificentsopranovoice, wassinging ‘O Devine Redeemer’
and Claudiannasaid I want to be a part of this.”

-11-

MAKING ‘AJOYFUL NOISEUNTO THE LORD’

Thatwas in 1973. Claudiannasoon joined the choir
and has beenafaithful membersince. ShedescribesJohn
asfaithful and positive, characteristics Johnalsoattributed as
typical of eachmember.

AccordingtoJohnand Claudianna, all choirmembers
are faithful to the music ministry of All Saints. The choir
workswith the rectorand congregation, and its goal is that
everythingbe liturgically sound.

Johnhasworkedwith five choirdirectorsand describes
eachasbeing compassionate and caring. Cecil Neubecker
was director when the Bower family came to All Saints.
Cecil’swife Virginianot only sang in the choir butwas a
partnerinassisting Cecil. Thiswas likethe music partnership
of Dr. Jamesand Karen Johnson. Jameswasdirector from
1995 to 2008.

Atthetime of the Neubeckers, John, who sings bass,
saystherewere at least 30 choir membersand each section
hadaleader. Herecallswithasmile howat Easter service
VirginiaNeubeckerwould putblack jelly beans onthe music
shelves for choir members.

John fondly remembers each director, their stylesand
specialtalents. He says current Director of Music Ministries
Dr. LauraPalmer “isyoung, talented and very well accepted
and loved by the choir.”

Besides the many hours he devotesto choir, Johnisa
Minister-of-Care making weekly pastoral visitsto hospitals,
homes and nursing facilities. He isalso amember of the
Healing Prayer Ministry and the Worship Mission Team.

In 1988 John retired from the Legal Department of
Central National and Protective National Insurance Group.
Since then he works nationwide testifying as an expert
witness oninsurance and reinsurance, bad faith matters.

Duringthesummer Johnplaysgolfandvacationsinthe
Lake Huron area with family members. He has six
grandchildren and occasionally drives the 2200 miles
roundtrip to family cottagesthere.

Current Chancel Choir participants are: Sopranos:
Lynne Bacon, Carye Fassero, Sue Fisher, Mary Gittings,
Millicent Long, Ali Olander, Gayle Smith,and Claudianna
Todd. Altos: Kay Clark, Kyoko Fuller, LindaHall, Sally
Hodges, Wendy Perry, Jo Anne Peterson, Jan Rowley, and
Mary Sue Sturgeon. Tenors: Joe Barker 111, Jerry Gray,
Jack Kouthand David Rubio. Basses: John Bower, Jonathan
Fuller, Geof Heiden, Joel Perry, Bryan Watkins, Rob
WilliamsonandJim Yeates.

Betty White



All Saints Disaster Relief Team
Meets to Plan Strategy

F____4

All Saints Churchisapartner with the American Red
Crossinprovidingdisaster relieftovictimsofadisasterinour
surroundingcommunity. All Saintswasselectedin2009 for
the Community Awareness Award givenannually by the
Heartland Chapter of the Red Cross.

The All Saintsteamis looking for additional volunteers
tojointheminprovidingaidand comforttothose inneed. If
interested or would like more information regarding their
mission please contact Doug Hokenstad at496-7726, email
doughok@cox.net or Dn Robin McNutt at 651-6662,
email menuttrobin@yahoo.com.

The Thursday, March 4th meeting of THE FIRST
THURSDAY MARCHING & EATING SOCIETY will
offer a second attempt to escape the cold and snow. We
almost made itto the Panama Canal in February buthad a
pleasant detour to learn about the Volunteer Nurses’
Association. Joinus March 4thinthe Retreat Center at
6:30 forfood and fellowship. The Panama Canal and other
Caribbeansiteswiththeirwarmsunbeckon. Thewarm food
youbringtoshare, thewarmsmilesand friendshipyou bring
and the warm photos will help us weather the winter
weather. Bring your table service and warm thoughts.

- 12-

i Library News

by Florence Shelso

Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and

Delight in Our Busy Lives

by Wayne Muller
Ifyou have ever longed forasimpler, less structured
time, Wayne Muller’s Sabbath should be at the top of your
reading list. Inawise and soothing way, Muller teaches us
why a Sabbath in our weekly life isnecessary. The author
explores the concept of Sabbath in all faiths, notes their
similarities,and makes practical suggestionswe canall use
to “find rest, renewal, and delightinour busy lives”.

SABIEATH

Congratulations to Barbara Coffey!!

Our own Dr. Barbara Coffey has received a high
honor! Atthe25" Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
inJanuary, Barbarawashonored for beingthe community
leaderwho organizedthefirstsuch celebrationinOmahain
1985. Shewasalsorecognizedforhercontributionstothe
growth and development of Metropolitan Community
College, which hosted the celebration.
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BOOK SALE IN THE NARTHEX COMING
BEFOREANDAFTERSERVICESTHE

WEEKEND OF MARCH 20" & 21st

StMargaret’s Guildishonoredto continueabook sale
in the narthex that our dear friend Debbie Klein started
several yearsago. Thiseffortraisesmoney forthe Episcopal
Church Periodical Club. CPC provides grants to small
parishes for churchschool materials, sends money for books
to seminarianstudents, and provides new prayer booksand
Biblesfor parishesjuststartingup. In2009 ECW contributed
$800.00 to national for these purposes. So scan your
bookshelves, coffee tablesand closets for books you would
like to donate to the sale. We are interested in hardcover
books, paperback books, audio books, CDs and DVDs,
grownup books, teenage booksand children’sbooksalike.
Wewill have adesignated areafor collecting your donation
beginning February 21. Don’tdelay in seeing what you
mighthaveto offer.

Wehavepick-upserviceavailable. Referany questions
orscheduleapick-up by calling Nancy Wulfat 551-8066.
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Via Media Calendar

Feb. 21st: Evensong Service with choirs of Trinity and All
Saintsat4pm

Feb. 22nd thruend of Lent: Walking the Stations of the
Crosson Mondays inthe main sanctuary at 6:30pm

Feb. 26th: ALESSON ON KAIROS-THE
APPOINTED TIME OF GOD led by Rachel Cary
inthe Retreat Centerat 6:30pm.

Feb. 28 thru Mar. 28: Gospel Cafe discussions inthe
Undercrofton Sundays at 9:45a.m.; hosted by one of
our very own (Chris Fassero and Kristen Hosman)

Mar. 12th: UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITHTHE
ALL SAINTS ORGAN conducted by musical
director LauraPalmer. We will startinthe
Undercroftat 6:30pm then move to the sanctuary as
appropriate.

Mar. 14th: Bread and Chili Sunday luncheonat11:30amin
the Undercroft

Mar. 26th: GAME NIGHT sponsored by Rachel and BJ
Caryinthe Undercroftat 6:30pm.

Apr. 9th: AN EVENING OUT WITH FRIENDS
hosted by Lindsay and Brandon. Placeto be
determined.

Apr. 23rd: “THE BRAVE ONE” MOVIE AND
DISCUSSION directed by Christopher Fasseroin
the Retreat Center startingaround 6:30pm.

May: TBD.

June: MAHONEY STATEPARKFAMILY FUN
DAY date TBD

for more information about Via Media, contact Carrye Fassero
at carryefassero@gmail.com
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Parish Calendar

Monday through Friday — Morning Prayer 8:30 AM

" Sunday | Monday Tucsday Thursday

Saturday

February 21 February 22 February 23 ebruary February 25 February 26 February 27
8:00 AM  Rite I EucHARIST 8:30 AM Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 5:00 PM  Hovy EucrariST
9:00 AM  AxS EuCHARIST 6:30 PM  Stations 5:30 PM Vestry [L] 9:00 AM EFM [7] 4:30 PM  Confirmation Class 6:30 PM Via Media [RC]
9:45 AM  Christian Formation 7:.00 PM  C Nurture Team 12:10 PM - Howy Euctarist 5:30 PM  Sudan Mission Team
10:30 AM  Rite IT EUCHARIST Choirs 4:30 - 5:00 - 5:30 - 6:30 - 7:30 5:45 PM  Confirmation Class
2:00 PM HS Event 6:00 PM  Hovy EucHARIST
4:00 PM m<m=mozm 6:30 PM WOW Dinner
7:00 PM  Discovery
7.00 PM EFM [L]
Middle School Retreat at Camp Kitaki _
_ Adult Retreat in Schuyler
m&vﬁ:&ﬂ.‘ 28 March 1 March 2 ENN.Q& 3 March 4 March m. ENHQ& 6
8:00 AM  Rire I Euchartst 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 5:00 PM  Hovy EuchARIST
9:00 AM  AxS EUCHARIST 5:30 PM  Stewardship Team 5:30 PM  Adult CF Team [L] 9:00 AM EFM [7] 4:30 PM  Confirmation Class
9:45 AM Christian Formation | 6:30 PM  Stations 700 PM  Mom's Group [RC] | 12:10 PM  HoLy Eucaarist 5:45 PM Confirmation Class
10:30 AM R IT EUCHARIST 7:00 PM Worship Team 7:00 PM  Israel Pilgrimage L] | Choirs 4:30 - 5:00 - 5:30 - 6:30 - 7:30 | 6:30 PM 15t Thursday M&E
3:00 PM  Musical Reflections 6:00 M Howy Eucrarist
6:00 PM  J2A Meeting [RC] .
6:30 PM WOW Dinner M._
7:00 PM  Discovery .
700 PM EFMI[L]
March 7 March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11 March 12 March 13
8:00 AM  Rire I EvcHARIST 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 9:00 AM  Men’s Club [L]
9:00 AM  AxS EucHARIST 6:30 PM  Stations 5:30 PM  Vestry [L] 9:00 AM EFM[T] 4:30 PM  Confirmation Class 6:30 PM  Via Media [RC] 5:00 PM  HoLy EucHARIST
9:45 AM  Christian Formation 12:00 PM  St. Mary’s Gld 5:30 PM Welcome Team [L]
10:30 AM  Rire IT EvcHARIST 12:10 PM  Hory EucHARIST 5:45 PM  Confirmation Class
11:30 AM  st. Margaret's Guild [RC] Choirs 4:30 - 5:00 - 5:30 - 6:30 - 7:30
2:00 PM  Middle School Event 5:00 PM  Communion Class
3:00 PM  Musical Reflections 6:00 PM  HoLy EucHARIST
6:30 PM WOW Dinner
7:00 PM  Discovery
T00PM EFM [L] Tween Retreat
March 14 March 15 March 16 March 17 March 18 March 19 March 20
8:00 AM  Rite I EUCHARIST 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 8:30 AM  Morning Prayer 5:00 PM  Hory Evcrarist
9:00 AM  AxS EucHaRIST 5:30 PM  Planned Giving Team | 12:00 PM  Altar Guild 9:00 AM - EFM [7] 430 PM  Confirmation Class
9:45 AM  Christian Formation | 6:30 PM  Stations 6:30 PM  C. Outreach Team [L] | 12:10 PM Hory EuchARIsT 5:45 PM  Confirmation Class
10:30 AM  Rire IT Eucrarist 6:30 PM  Child CF Team [RC] | Choirs 4:30 - 5:00 - 5:30 - 6:30 - 7:30
11:30 AM  Chili & Bread Sunday 7:00 PM Mom’s Group {RC] 6:00 PM  Hory Evcarist
2:00 PM HS Event 6:00 PM  Rite-13 Meeting [RC]
3:00 PM  Musical Reflections 6:30 PM WOW Dinner
7:00 PM  Discovery
700 PM EFMI[L]
Witness




Spayhelh Supper 2010
Outreach Angels

Savannah Farrens served the spaghetti

Charlie Baguyos ate the spaghetti.
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Sharing God’s Word — Showing Christ’s Love — Serving All People

Deadline for the next issue is March 15"

e )
Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday
Special Offering

All Saintsis participatingin ERD Sunday on February 21
inconjunctionwiththevisitationof our Presiding Bishop, Katharine
Jefferts Schori.

Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday is a special
opportunity to live out the promises made in our Baptismal
Covenant, by demonstrating our commitmentto care for people
whoare hungry, sick or living inextreme poverty

Please give generously. Your offeringwill goto Episcopal
Relief & Development’s Area of Greatest Need fund, which
enablesusto help those mostin need aroundthe worldincluding
the earthquake victims of Haiti.

Theplate offeringon Sunday, February 21 will be designated
forERD.

RedEnvelopeswillbeavailable foryourcontributiontothis
worthwhile program. (Please make checksto Episcopal Relief
& Development Fund)

for additional information visit www.er-d.org or call
880.334.7626 ext 5129




